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S. Rep. No. 75, 53d Cong., 2nd Sess. (1894)
53D CONGRESS, } 
2d Session. 
SEN.A.TE. { 
REPORT 
No. 75. 
IN THE SEN.A.TE OF THB UNITED ST.A.TES. 
DECEMBER 7, 1893.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. W .A.LTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted 
the following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany S. 98.] 
The Committee on Military Affairs to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 98) to establish a military post near the town of Reno, in Washoe 
County, in the State of Nevada, have had the same under consideration 
and report as follows: 
From the subjoined correspondence it appears that there is no 
necessity for a military post at Reno arising out of the condition of 
India,n affairs in that region. 
It ap]Jears ;;i,Iso that, while the establishment of a post at that point 
would comport with the general policy of the War Department to 
establish posts at the principal railroad centers throughout the coun-
try, "with the present strength of the Army it would not be practica-
ble to garrison a new post at H.eno." • 
Under these circumstances there seems to be no present occasion for 
the outlay proposed in this bill, and your committee recommend that it 
do not pass. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., September 7, 1893. 
Srn: I have the honor to return herewith Senate bill 98, Fifty-third Congress, 
first session, "to establish a military post nea,r the town of Reno, in Washoe 
County, in the State of Nevada," which was referred to this Department on the 
31st ultimo. 
In reply I have the houor to inclose for y-our information a copy of a letter from 
the commanding general, Department of California, addressed to the Adjutant-Gen-
eral of the Army on April 8, 1892, expressing bis views on Senate bill 2634 of the 
Pifty-second Congress, :first session, which is similar to the bill under considera-
tion. 
The views of the department commander in respect to the necessity of a military 
post at Fort Reno, having reference to the conc1iiion of Indian affairs in that part 
of the country, were concurred in by the Major-General Comman<ling the Army on 
April 20, 1892, and he remarked that "Reno has now become the important military 
center of a large uistrict of country, and is, therefore, the proper site for a military 
post in that region, to be constructed whenever Congress may be pleased to appro-
priate the necessary funds. This is in accord with the general policy of the War 
Department to establish military posts of greater or less magnitude at the principal 
railroac1. centers throughout the country. The land to be acquired for this purpose 
should be at least 1,000 acres." 
'l'he views lrnld by M fLj. Gen. SchofielJ on that bill seem applicable to the present 
Senate bill, and in adcl i tion thereto th~t officer now remark&,;" that with the present 
strength of the Army it would not be practicable to garrison a new post at Reno.'' 
Very respectfully, 
DANIEL S. LAMONT, 
The CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS, 
Secretary of War. 
United States Senate. 
2 MILITARY POST NEAR RENO, NEV. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA, 
San Francisco, Cal., April 8, 189£. 
Sm: I havethehonortoreport, in compliance with the requirement of the ndorso-
ment of March 28, last, from the headquarters of the Army, with reference to the 
proposition to establish a military post at or near the town of Reno, in the State of 
Nevada, presented in Senate bill 2634, March 18, 1892, as follows: 
The proposition is based, I presume, principally on the fact that quite a large 
number of Indians are located on the Pyramid Lake and Walker L ake reservations, 
not far from Reno, and at other places in the general region about, and also that 
the facilities are good for distribution of t .rnops and supplies from Reno by means 
of railroads which center at that place. 
The Indians in that distric t of country are Pi-Utes who are not of a warlike 
nature, and have been quiet for years past. The Indian agent of the Pyramid and 
Walker Lakes reservatious some tirue since reported to the effect that the Indians 
under his charge were docile ancl not likely to give trouble; and no serious djsturb-
ance has been caused for a long time past by tlle bands or parties of Pi-Utes who 
do not live on the rescrvntions, arc more or less nomadic, and frequent northern 
Nevada, northeastern California, and that part of southern Oregon north of Nevada. 
The post of Fort Bi(lwell, in northeastern California, has been for a time retained 
principally with reference with these Imlians not settled on a reservation, but the 
necessity for this post has in fact been slight for some years past. 
Under the circumstances, it does not seem advjsable to establish a new post at 
Reno, or elsewhere in the vicinity. Any necessity that might occur for the pres-
ence ofa military force in that region would, I think, be of t emporary duration, and 
could be properly rnct by the clispatch of troops from posts which will be perma-
nently required, as those for Sa.n Francisco Harbor. 
Very r espectfully , your obedient servant, 
Trros. H. RUGER, 
Brigadier-Ge1wral, C,nmnanding. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C. 
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